|1 Brnopais of  Prededing  Chapterd,

Ollva Parmantor, helress to: Gragory

| Partientor'a milllans; 18 ongaged toithe

futurg Lord Belhoroughi of Oxtordshire;
Hng. - Hor fothos, aftér recalving o mys-
tarlous cablegram from’ Amorica, Insists
that the marringe Lo hastenod. ! No ‘ob-
Jeation  la° mada; but Lady: Helborough
thken occaslon Lo Insult the: girl”and’is
rebuked by her husband,  Lord | Bolbor-
ough. The wedding Is interruplad drics
matieally by o strange woman! In: black,
who  erles: [ ‘fartild’ the banns)” Old

r, Parmenter falla dend’ from the
hoek, and It [# Inter discoverad thot his
wlil has beon stolen, Lhus fenving Ollvo
pennllenn,  Tha woman in  black wubs-
alantiaten her clohn to bel tho widow of
Grogory Parmenter, and with her woh,
OHibort, Merridow, tokes ' possession  of
the Parmentuer entate. | Morridow calls on
My, Parmentet's old lawyer, Mr, Unne-
ment, who suspeclts Morridew vl hoving'
aiolen the will,w -«

Olive writes to her lover, eaying that
thoy must not mest again, but he so-
curea mnn interylow [n Mr Caserent’s
officd, {in which ho valnly urges hor to
marcy him In splte of ‘all. | Finslly she
ngreos to como o hlin ‘when| the mys-
tery In cleared up, and stariw on a jour-
ney of Investigation. On the tralo she
Ia attacked: and robbed by ‘n man
gulsed as a woman, 6nd only by i ruse
provents: him from throwing her out of
thelr compariment; ‘The police and
ralirond officinis discredit her atory, and
when abiout to:bg laken to prison Mra.
Merridew Interppscs os ‘o friend of hu-
manity and: takes her to her rooms,
Hers Olive 18 kept prisoner, denled the
priviless of communicating with triends,
und finelly sent (o aAn  asylum. = Ier
lover, Jack Belborough, drrives just In
time Lo oo her at the statlon and rese
cues her from tho young physician who
is taking Her ta the asylum. Hho next
Eoew to London, nnd there by ncoldent?
leirns to' know Selma Hammond, an intl=
maota acquaintantes of 'Gllbart Merridew,
who proves to be a member of o noted
bond ot crooks, . Ollve Iays plans Lo gat
Into, the secrets of ‘the band, and has
miny exciting experiences.  Slie becomen
. memirer of (hn band and attends o
maeeting, Where sho Nndas Gilbert Merrl=

dew and the man who nttempted her life

i the  trafn. Confronted with  Merrl-

« dew she tells a false story of her:life,
but belng Anally recognized Ollve boidly
faces her enemy and tella her truo story,
Merridow, alarmed, begs for anercy, but

. wgrocs 1o go to Mrs, Taunton's for three
gays, but is mneds a prisonec there by
tha women; who turns out to be Madame
Honcourt, and Merridew, who tried Lo
force her to marry him.  She throws &
noto out af her window to o clerk’ next
door, who finds It, but' when next she
attempts to throw o nota Ara, Taunton
selren It “Olive I drugged und carried
off In a motor car, from which 'she ea-
capes, but s again captured and taken to
u lonely homao on the moor, wherg Mrs.
Tlaley kept wateh over’ her. 'Merridew
brings In a drunken  minlster, who,
agalnst her will, performs the marringe
ceremony, ond Merrldew  Lells heér mhe
must mlgn the wedding contract or dia.
It ls planned to drug Olive and throw
her In the mine plt, but Ollve overpow-
ers the hoy, changes dresses, and when
Merridew arrives makes nlm .think that
the woman lying insensibla on tha bed
{5 Olive. Ollve helped to carry the wo-
mon outside, end then while Merridew
wan in & drunken stuper she esciped,
and through the kindness of county peo-
ple made her way back - 1o her me.
On the train she reads In the papers that
the Foreign Ofice hud been robbed, and
that Jock waa suspocted.  She détermin-
#d to make up as an Irish servant girl
and galn admittance to, Silyverbresch In
order io trap Merridew and' his mother.
Ehe trica her disgulsa on Mr. Casement,
w r;u at firac taken i, rejoices that she Iy
Eafe, ;

CHAPTEIL. XL—Contlnubd.

Ollve wasa greatly touched. by thig
receptlon; but whon she saw ™ low
really  affected ‘Lic =as, she laughed
and pald In her brogue: *“And suro the

 colléen was right, and ye'll get mo the

sltuntion?" ;

“My dear child, you'va glven mo the
Frnutcst fright I ever had in ‘my life.

dldn’t know what to think.” I was
vimast afrald that—"

Y1t was very nearly tho worst you
rould think, toe,” replied: Olive. *I
wnve, a‘long story to tell you. But I
wvish the secret of thig disguise to be
tept. I'd better not stay here to tell
It. May I go to your house?"

Not to leavo it again, I hope ‘was
the heariy reply., Then a twinkle cams
to his eyes.. "Go to my wlfa and tell
her you'ra ths new. girl I've engaged.
I'll' be home In lese than half an hour.,
And we'll have all the afterncon to-
gothar,™ { : ;

Ollve fetched her box from Lhe 'sta-
tHon and when the eab set her down at
the lawyer's housa she walked past the
servant, telling heor that she was ox-
pected, and entered the room where
sho knew. she would find 2Afrs. Cobe-
ment ; :

“IFajth! but you're a bit stuffy here,
and that's no lle, Differant from dear
puld Clogheredn, and that's the truth”
slie safd, wlthout any preface, as she
sat-down and pickediup a book., "“And
now, will I begin the raandin' at once,
or what'll I be afther doin'? “Divil o
oit do L know.what a companion does,
and the ould lawyer niver tould me o
worrd at all, at all.”

Mrs, Casement stared. at ‘her ag It
she wera r lunatle, | “Whao are you, and
what do you mean by coming In"in this
ayle?! f e
., "Begorra, and who should I be, but
Just’' Mollie  O'Brlen, ¥our. new com-
punfon? And what would I monn by
coming, 1£it wasn't the lawyer his own
sllf thut sint me?  Al, but youwve a
lovely | face wid ‘o heart behind it 'as

soft’na, mother's milk and as warm as

A new: boilled protie. Bure, and. didn't
sha tell mo I'd falliin love wid y¢s the
moment my eyes fell on your swate
faca? And [t's true as If the praste
Limself had sald it s

Do you mean:that my. hushand sent
you llere? Mr, Caspmont 2! 00000 0

“And fan't he'comin® himsllf tlie mo-
ment to propara ye, only seeln' I'm here
first I've saved himithat troubla?-And
now, 18 it to read ‘to| you vou'd be
nfther havin' me, or what s 1t?" 'And
gho lald aslde her hat and pretended to

 wrrange her widely crimped halr,

Cand asked, as he

Mrs, Casemant had risen In her nston,
Ishment and mow sat down. again and
stared helplessly at Olive, who was un-
ronecernedly turning the ldaves of the
hook as if expecting to be told to read.
“What's this In the name of the saints?
The Poems of Tenn-son. And who was
Tenny when o was at home?  Thers’
v heap” ofpomes, WILL T Lry.wan o]
Lhem: &g o athart?’ apd sho looked up
with: a rogulsh amile,
shakies at pothe readin!, ‘an! that's/the
truth, s Miss Olive had to do that'with
lier own awate lips, tho darlint! Lo

Mrs, Casgment wis no loss intorested
‘by 'this than her husband hod lLeen by
tha ‘former mentldn of 'Olive's :name,
hand, what Miss Ollye

ulio meant,

,Jwmhat 1iftla atvll of an Ollya Parmens

o whoelgett 0 : R
y Do ivoell mean you know Miss Par-
Cmenter?t A ORI b RS R

I dn‘n‘t know onny baet-
top,! k] i iy A F

S1UT noj EreLt )|

I'm ‘not: g0 mueh nghamad of myself"

he' replied smilini,  “Yes, shio can In-

deed brifg Us news.  No ona better.”
'What do yolit mean?'’

“Now I des why you acnt ma here,
Mr, Casement," sdld Ollve In her. own
wvolee,  !Ho that dear’ Mrs, Cascment
should not bo able to lough at you. If
I guessed 1 would have baffled your
sehoine,'” ]

kigged hor, )
t 8T think I've tested the dlsgulse
now,"” sald Ollve.

Blia' had a long interview with Ar,
Casement In-which she told him every-
thing quite freoly; and In his fndignas
tlon and anger at her tréatment he do-
clared that Merridew:shouid ba'at once
progecuted. - 7

But Oliva snfd, no. "I ‘wish him to
belléve me deiad. To punigh him alone
will not glve me what T seek.’

That he does bellave you (o be dead
T have no doubt! replied tha Jowyer.
YL have ulrenson. It so happens that
o client of mine ls the, owner of the
mining property in Cornwall, not far
from Bodmin; useless worked-out mines
they are; and T have had a letter from
Merridew's gollcitora offering to buy it
1 have no doubt it l& the place where
he toolc you. Tha reason they give
for mpcuring the property |8 that Mer-
ridew ha# been Interesting himself in
mines In that dlstrict and belleves that
somathing ean be made of them: I was
glad enough for my cllent's sake to
negotlate, of ¢ourse: but' now I under-
stand.  His object {8 cither to i1l in
the place, or e¢lse, under the pretence
of exploring it; to have what' he be-
lieves to Lo your dead bhody recovered,
ol could’ then sately tell this e that
you had marrled him.  The;villlant!

“Then he must hava thrown thal poor
wretch down the ' shart” snld o Ollve
with a shudder, *“Poor goull

I heven't much pily to spare for
her," replied the lowyer dryly, !"But
it will mean o chorge of murder against
him when ‘the® time comas.”

It must not coms  yet' declared
Ollve, firmly. “Hut don’t let hlin have
the mine. That grim secret must be
kept.” A EE
“] can easlly hang the matter up for
veok or two.  But meanwhile?!
“nMollle was in earnest this morning
in' asking ‘you to help her to a sltua-
tion, Mr. Casement. She wints to go
to Silverbesch ay a servant'’

“Np, no, no, my dear young lady. Not
that If vou please;y and he shook his
liead very decldedly.

“Mollla O'Brien is just as wilful as
vou once #afd Ollve was. Sha means
to go: and If you won't help her, she'll
find the way there herself; bedad and
begorra, she will'

He continued  to . protest; but ehe
would not glve way and In the end
gained her point. *Well, as It happens,
it would be the easlest thing In the
world. They have dlscharged aovery
one of the old Gervants from the Manor,
and have had the pgreatest dlfficulty
in getting new ones,  When any go
thers they won't stoy.”

“i{are's one that wiil"” cried Olive,
gleefully, "But how can Mollle get a
charactar?’ and &he looked sh}'nwdly
at her old friepd. ;

“Yau're not going to ask.me to help
in such an unprofessional business?!

“We're not &t tho offlee now. = Not
lawyer and client, just friends, yoo see.
And the poor girl must have a charac-
ter, mustn't ehe? And I'm @ sure she
wouldn't do “anyting to 'disgrace It
Perhaps dear Mrs, Casement hos some
triend who' !

He smiled, 111 see’ what con 'be
Fdnre, The truth ' ls they are so badly
in wanrt of servanis they would not: be
particular.” And so .!t wus errunged.

Then they spoke of Jack and his
trouble: ‘and (OlUse outlined her plan.
It, was that Mr. Casement 'should find
same  means . of  giving Information
which would ensure the arrest of all
the memberd of tho gang known 1o
Olive,

YThat will frighten Aerridew, and
this Mrs, Taunton, or Madame Boncourt,
whichever she 1s. She sghould be kept
under close observation too, Merridaw.
I am positlve, will bo scared out of
London, and will take refuge ot Silver-
beech. “If Mrs. Taunton ls allowed to
see that her house s being! watched,
it {s nfost probable that'tha stolen pu-
pers—If not already handed over to
thoses who Instigated the robbery—will
be handéd over to Merridew for =safe-
Koeplng: and in that caso they will be
brought to Silverbeech.” :

It was all gusswork on Ollve's part,
‘of ‘course, but the lawyer was quick
to sea’the probability of It

“The part I dox’t like, Olive, Is your
egoing to Sllverbeech. I would much
rather send a private detectlve.!

“No,” she erled, instantly. “No one
knows the old housa ms I do, and no
one would have a thousandth part of
the fncentlve to:find out 'thingy that
‘that I should have.!"

#Then have somae ona elso thera os
well.!

“Nr. agaln, to that. I should be in
constant dread of discovery nnd should
have u double load of responsibility, 1
.must he alone.’’ 2 } !

Ha had to yleld to her,
what are we to tell dMr, Fenwick? You
can imagine what hisanxlety has been.”

|‘Poor Jack! I'ecan, Indeed. ' But he
must bear ftoa flttle longer.  Ha will
gasily Identify: the: woman, Anna [Iart-
mann,. and will have ‘hope:lthat = the
mystery {d to be cleared up. He must
not'even know that Tram allye,  FHe'is
the dearest fellow In‘the world, but he
Is noactor, and he could no more hide
hisVdelight than fly. | He' Ig probably
{n daily’ communication with thet Mrs,
Taunton, and she would get thoe sacret
out;of hlm'in five minutes' ! Byt

“He 13 ‘much more trouble.
you. than lis own affalrs.” : 3

“And, therefore, the mors certain. to
be uniwble to lkeep tha secret, (Hea must
not even be warned that Mrs, Taunton
fg what she 1850 ; : :

‘And, ns Ollve wished, so all was set-
tled.  But on one ‘point Mr, Casement
was flen Qllve, must take means: to
keep him informed 'every day thot all
wasg well with hertat 8ilverbeech. Ei

Mt 'may. be'impossable without rals-
Ing ‘all’ ‘mannet ol suaplelons,’” sha
objedted. M'A singlaenvelope .with your
address on 1710 8een, would start o
thousnnds suapiclons! AN

to.  Bridget

i

ahout

MThen  '‘addross them
O'Brien, ot this 'housel I am qulte
determined.. No' lettérs ‘Trom  Molly,

no eghargcter. for Mollle, I'am deter-
mined nottologe tauch with that young
lady ‘again. And AL thers coma o day
without u letler, Iishall ‘mo at once to
tha Muanor and refusactp loava without|
aelng her, ' fing. a: reason. ©She
shallzcome into a fortune {f necessary"

Thyao dnys Inter Mollle!O'Brien drove
ap)thoe nvenue At/ Silverbeach to. ‘enter
on her naw situdtion ag between-maid
dnithe household, 'and she had not been

‘| eonipla ofhours In tha servants! hall

Befove she had them allinughing ot
hep qualnt - epgeches. and drall -1ris)
yarns, oand hadifestabllshed hersslt af
a favorlte: APES Py
She was ag'ready-handed, too, a8 she
wasg ninbleswitted, " No motter what
Was: to be done: that doy, Mollle was
1_'r_‘rtﬂﬁ--to do iti' and toido itowell ang
Lndak )y L
Thes next morning  dMra,  Cocper, the
houselkecper, hegan) to*insttuet her in
hér dutles M ¥ouslknow, gf coyrse, syhat
mald o hasito do, DMolliezhs
vl Ewate proe v that's
at Tidon't, (T'ya nlwRyd:boeen o
{d hatore, whln I.:t..]wg.sn'-t' lan
A :

['My dear Ollve,” érfed thetswitel be- |
tween Juughlng and ‘crylng as Ollve |

“And How,.

'

"o long n8 I'm not tai be In both
plades at once (L'l baallrigh, maam."
“Bul'you must understand, I've told
Mra, Merridew Lhat youare a thorough-
ly competent girl, and I am golng to
tako you/to sca her now, And you must
By . vou are.” ¥ I
Ollve winked and nodded. -'I'Il walk
round’ her. | It's” mesllt | hasn't kissed
the blarney stona fot' nothint.'
“Come, then, Bhe's o very dlgnitied
Iady, 'mind, and very short In the tem-
per,  Ho be 'careful.” NETES
“Bure, my mouth ehall he as tender
ag Pat Munlone's when lie ‘put. the
eracked epg In hiy mouth as beln' the
softéat ‘place about Mmoo
And with this mask of n jest and a
merry laugh Olive followed the houss<
lkeeper for her first [ntdrview with the
enemy who had ruinéd hor and whose
schemes she hid now risked so mueh Lo
dlscover.

® CHAPTER XLI.

The Stolen Paper.

Ollve entered the room for the inter-
view with Mrs, Merridew with ‘her'eyes
downeast and  her hands crossed, and
droppéd o little curtsey s {€ appropri-
ately awed and humble In' the presento
of #o great.a lady.

f'This Is the’ new. mald, madam,” an-
nounced  the' housekéeper, ‘and’ Ollve
curtseyed agaln, shot a swift glance at
“the mistress,” ‘and let her oeyes fall
agnin instantly. "Mre.  Merrldew wins

looking at heg very keenly, and Ollve,

Judged that the scrutiny’ wag Inspircd
less by g desire to jullge her fltness
for p secyant's placo than by her un-
easy distrust of any stranger coming
Into the house,

Ollve had been qulte ennfldent that
she would not be recognized, ' It Mr
Cazement, who knew her so well, had
been misied by the disgulse, Jrs, Mer-
ridew, who had seen &o 1ttle of her,
was not llkely to plerce it, IHer confl-
dence was justified, - !

“What Is vour name?! Mrs. Merridew
asked her sharply. ¥

“Sure, it's  Molly O'Brien,
This with her richest brogue.

YI*thonght you knew I"dld not like
Irizh girls,'* sald Mrs. Merridew to the

ma'am."

housckeeper.  “They are always chat-
tering so. I hope’ you don't chatter,
girl"

‘I Hope T know my place better nor
that, ma'am.  Tather O'Clafferty would
tell your Honor Lhat™

“Never mind that,” was the impatient
interruption. “What [s her work, Mrs.
Cooper,””

““Bhe’'s hetween-mald, madam,” repli-
ed the housekeepor. £
i ;‘I_}u you know your work thorough-
v

“Sure Mrs, Cooper can tell you that

game, ma'am,’ replled Ollve, glaneclng
at the latter. 5
“Why, the girl's deformed, TWhat's

the matter wlth your shoulder?!

. MThey told me I'd grown faster on
this slde nor the other, ma'am,” and
Ollve put her hand on the little hump
sha bad fashioned and moved the arm
to prove thet she oould use it freely.

"She's g very, strong girl, madam,”
declared Mrs. Cooper. “Bha has proved
that already, And we're. Very short
honded just now. i

“Sure, Fm mnot short handed,” pro-
tested Olive, os if misunderstanding
this to apply to herself.” “Ses now."
and she stretched out her two 'handas.

Bven Mrs, Merrldew's ‘hard feca re-
Inxed slightly et this. “You have her
character, of course, Mra. Cogper?”,

“From 'her last mistress personally.
1 aaw her myeelf and" sald hoiw par-
ticular you ' were, madam,' | answered
the  housckeeper, ‘telling ‘the llg; with
the utmost coolness. “She wnos three
vears in her last place,' y

“Vary well: 'Now mind, girl, do your
work well and you'll have 'a comfort-
ablg place. That will do.”

Olive dropped amnother curtsey, and
the ordeal was over. Mra. Coopar tool
her into 'her room and carefully shut
the door.  "You heard’ what I sald
about your ‘work and your character,
I know It wasn't: strictly true, and you
know It too. But you needn't tell any
one else, and'I shan't. The mistress-ls
o rare tartar, o0 bo on your guard
when you mest her. (But shie won't see
much of you. 1 can sen you will do,
gnd I've taken & fancy to you. I wish
all the rest shaped os well as you.' |

With that Olife was dismissed to
her work, and .set herself to do It 20
thorouglily: and’ with such unruffled
cheerfuinesa and wlllingness to help
the rest that every ona gulckly grew
to lika her. i

Sha had  stipulated, before coming
that she should have o room to hersslf,
and os Bhe was always up tirst [n the
house and was wllling 'to] get? things
ready for the rest of tha scrvonts bo-
fore they came down, she was allowed
tu g0’ to bed proportionately early.

It was then that her real tmsk began
inearnast, She had brought wlth' her
a long black ‘cloak with o hood so
fashjoned that she could nt need on-
tirely conceal even her foee;. and; hid-
den in this she could move freely about
thp ‘house ‘when she wg3 suppozsed to
be In bad, !

'She; hed another advantage, Her,
pesitlon ‘as between-majd enabled her,
aven in the daytime, to be In any prrt
of 'the manor without rouslng suapi-
clon; Bhe used thlsfreedom to make
herselt] thoroughly famlllar with every
cliinge that had been mnde in tho ars
rangement of the turniture, and for the
first nlght or two her roamings were
more Lo gat accustomed to 'tha worle
of apying  nnd to enable’ herself to
nioye about silently and =secretly and
without knocking ngainat chalrs: und
tahlég nnd. any othel furniturve,

While about ‘her. work ini the diy-
time, morepver, shao contrived to, ar-
range. ‘many little hiding  ploces—I1ittic
refuges’ to which she could fly at noed,
or wlhoere she could congeal ‘hergelf in
ordar, to  oyverhiear convorsations bes
tween mothor, and-son when the latter
arriyad, e i

In all sihis' her: knowledge of tha
socret phspaged of (the liouse wacg of
the grentest advantage to! her, and ‘sho
found menns and opportunity to rander
thom all easy 'of ‘cecess In cnse of
gmergency, 1 iy i i

Three: doys after her arrivalishe hod
n great stvoke of luek, In Mps, Merri-
dew's’ bedroom she picked up a bungh
of keys, 'Asg these would prove of tho
utmogt pdvantage In’tho seoret senvelios
ahe! Intended to make, ghe 'had mo hesl-
tatlon cln keeping them, and ‘placad
thom atterward: in sogura hiding.’

VAl considetabilorstie tolloweid thu loss,
_Liut o8 Mes, Merrldew had (heen out
walking that duy,'“eha’ could! ot be
pokitive: that: Bhe ‘hnd dropped them
indoora. S he Chonse wils Cranssoked
rromerpof tod goprat, ‘undina’ 'one Wi
mora) zealonsiinthe secioh than' Ollve
hordelt yvan the: AaryadEe’ haxes Wwers

ito’ belssarehad, wltl
Latil m

rend the refusal as proof of gullt, end
thus susplclon never fell on Ollva,

As tho koys wero mot” found,
locksmith ' had to Dbe "Hol
now ones; and Ollve toolk advantage of,
this to observe exactiy’ which locks
she could now open. :

Soon her opportunity came, {
gram arrived from Merridow thot hel
was coming down to the Manor; and
Ollve was Immediataly set to get hig
room  ready.  Mrs, Merridew occupled
the rooms which had been Olive's, and
the son those which' her rather had
ll_lwa}'n used, Between the two sulies
wias ag ante-room In which was one
of the ‘old secrat panels with o recess
behind Jt; This imight haye been epe-
clally: constructed for Ollva’s very pur-
poEe, ‘as! {t was possible for any ons
erneenled. within it to_ overfiear all
that passed {n Mrs. Merridew’s sitting-
room. ;

Merridow arrived after the timn when
Olive was pelleved' to! hiave gone to
beéd, and he' went straight’ to his
mother's room  Ollve wag watching
for him, and a8 ho pnssed tha spot
where sha wna concedled she caught
a glimpen of ihis face and obsoerved
thet he was greatly agltated. 3

The - moment ha had ‘gone Into the
room, she slipped Into cthe recess to
listen. 5 4

Then she learned that the arrests
had taken place In London; that the
utmosat consternation: hdad been caused,
and that Merridew had come down to
Silverbeech lest his [dentity as Maow-
ford should be discovered.
= What was of still greater impor-
tance, he had brought the stolen
papers with him; and he now urge
hias mother to hide them In some place
of mecrecy and security, Daron Fels-
koy, to whom they were to hnva leen
ialivered, had left England for a time,
and until hls return they could not be
handed over to any one,

The Interview. between the two was
very heated. Ars. Merrldew, It came
out, had inrlsted upon her son glving
up. all connection with his old asso-
clates, "We have all this, Gilhert)
she declared angrily. “Why, then, gnt
Into such n mess¥as this other thing
threatens: to be?i™ f

*I've told you bofore that they can't
he shaken off In such a way, mother,
Yoft know what they ard They'd tear
us both to places if they got wind of
thie affalr here, Bealdes, this matter
nf the secret treaty was virtunlly set-
tled on before we wera certain of all
this Parmenter business, but
going to cut the palntar afiop this'™

“I' will have nothing to do with it
Gilbert,” ‘sald Mrs. Merrldaw, firmiy.
“And I won't have anything hlddén
here, Understand that!" PR

“TWell, you must; and.that's the long
and short of 1, he retorted, Joggedly;
and. a long and angry - quarrel. fol-
lowed, in-which he galned his' way ‘It
the end. And ns soon as that
settlad he flung out of ithe room In'n
rage. Y

Where would she put them? Ollve
strained ler ears in' the effort to fol-
low her movements ahout the room.
‘5he heard the'rattle of keys, the un-
locking of drawers and the rustle of
Mrs. Merridew's  silk  dress, as she
moved from! place to place as If In
Andeectsion. N\

. Prezently ‘the  door was ' opened.
Ollva  elipped trom her hilding place
and  snw - Mre, Merrldew ‘go ' slowly
down the broad- stalrcase, Bhe paused
for-a moment by the library) and at
that moment Olive saw.that she held
a smuoll packet In her hand. She did
not: enter the llbrary, however, but
crossed tha hall and unlocked o heavy
door Into tha eorridor which led te a
disured wing of ‘the house,

i Trusting to thoe concealinent of her
cloak and the nolseless tread of her
felt shoes, Olive stole after her. It
was the first real test of her abllity
A% a spy; and the Importancs 'of ascar-
talning the hiding plnce of the papers
was 50 criticel that 'she could not hesi-
tate.  Sho was striving now for Jack
as well ns for herself. Iils eafety ns
much as' her own depended upon her
slkill ‘and nerve.

Without a'thought tHat eager eyos
wera watching her every moverment,
Mrs.. Merridew went right along' the
corridor and entered thal room at the

end. ‘She stood a few seconds at the
thresghold holding the lamp sha was
carrying high: nbove her ‘head. = She

was lookihg for a’hiding placo for the
papers, i -

Then sho crossed ‘the room to onn of
the hlgh 'windows, pulled open one of
the shutters, reached 'up, and hid the
paper Injthe fold of the uppar part.
She 'pushed; back the shutter, held tha
lnmp. up to oEsure heraelf’ that the
shutter fitted completely shack  into
{ta recesds, ond thrned to ‘leave 'tha
reom. i i

Ollva darted back to ona of the
rooms tha door of whichishe had no-
teed open, and walted there until Mrs.
Merridew had retroced heg steps. lock-
Ln;; the/door of communication behind

ar, i wies

‘Eager as sha was to obtnin posses-
slon of the piper, Olivo dared not malkg
the ‘ottempt! yet, Sho knew that on
somie nlghts. the butler went thraugh
the empty wing! just beforg 'koing to
bed, ‘She must he sure that he would
not ecomo thot night.

From this corrldor one af the speret
stairwayg lad’ to” Lho (floor nbove to'a
room. thot was olso disused, and from
thiera: upito the floor whérs the sar-
vants' guarters avera eitualed, nnd s
soon a8 Mrs, Merridew had gone Ollve
opaned this panel and waitad until the
mani waould have muda W& rounds,

Tt was o prudeiyt procaution,  'She
had-been waltlng - about  holl an houp
when  tho doorat tho ‘endwas un-
lockad) inalally,  Bho aldllnerself’ nnd
olosed’the panel, and henrd the volpes
o7 two men—the butler's and one she
dld not know—aa they looked into the
fditterent rooms  and  slommed and
locked all the doors behingd them,

Phen all was qulat, “Bhe stll] walted,
howeyor, untll’ the household ' dhould
Ihave: retired, and then atale out, and,

crept to: the hiding-ploce, took out tho
papor - nndsrushed wwiay with Jt up the
scorat ol to her own ropmi /o 3

Hur! hoart' wis Beatlog fast wlitl tho
oxeltemant of itha' adventure, ‘ond ghoe
st down on hep batd to rest'a‘moment,
Sha haa tprovided hepsetg’ avith o
‘small | eleotrie lamp, and: pelting it
fram herl box, she turned - the llght on
tia papar and oxaminod IEawiER Tntands
eprloatty; corpfully whielding the llght

i dglothes, go that 1t could:

tha b

A teln- |

I am]|

wae

olmosat fesling her way In'tha darkness,,
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envelope, nnd there was an indorse-
ment on thia in clpher, which, of courss,
gho could not understond, It was so-
curaly fastened with green 'taps and
aegled. But seecling had been carelessly
done, and the wax adhered to the tape
-and not to the envelopo.
Y/ In a flash an'|dea occurred to her.
To take out the contents and replace
‘them with a dummy of the samo slz0
and shapo, and/then replace tha pocket
whers ‘sha’” had found it. Thla might
poasibly’ prevent her nct from belpg
dlscovered, and would certalnly post-
pona. it

Carerully sha studfed the: packet,
fixing overy Kknot.in her memory. For
o long time tho sénl bafflad her, untll
ghe soaw she must take the risk of cul-
ting the tape and retylng it Bha waa
In! tho: net' ‘af doing this | when she
cought hér breath.

Home one knocked at her door.

Hilantly and qulekly sha throw 'off
her clothes, got Into bed and thrust
thin preclotis packet under her plllow.

Then sha waited for the knock to:be
repented, wondering anxlously and ner-
yvously what' the menning of such an
{ntarruption ocould  be.

The knoek was repeated, this time
allttle mora Joudly.

CHATER XLIL
Jueks

Oflve dhl not reoply to the second
knock. No one had any right to come
and disturb her, and she would pot take
any notice unless compelled. = But o
third knock and then a fourth came,
ench mord insistent than the preceding,
and she ‘thought it best to wale 'up.

She made a good noise on tha bed,
an it rousing herself, and then called:
“Ia anny wan there disturblng p crea-
ture's beauty shleep?® =

nilie! Molliel was ecalled In o low
volee,

“TWho s it wants Mollle at thim un-
earthly hour?’ and she yewned loudly,

“It's me, Annle/ This was ong of
the malda. “I've got that tooth bad
agaln, and you sald you would glve
me Eome of tha stuff you have!

“ah, bod eccss to vour tooth to get
achin' at this ungentlemanly  tolme.
May theldlvil fiy away wid [t. But 1l
got 1t for ye.

She' got out of bed, struck several
matches In lghting her candle, found
what was wantéd, and gave it to the
glirl, "Poor colleen! That'll slnd It to
tHa dlvil, 1ts masther, Take it wid ye
and glva it ma in the mornin’y' and
with another huge yawn she sent the
girl awny.

Then she returned tn her tagk. She
worked at the packet for some two
‘hours, until she was satisfied that the
deception’ was not llkely to he per-
coived before tha envelope was opened
and ‘tha blank contents found,

'Ta raplace it was easy, nnd sha Te-
galned her-room safely. Sha wrote n
lettors to AMr, Casement, telllng him
what the paper was and asking him to
keep.-it, and then slipped Into hed for
a couple of hours' sleep, with the com-

‘| ‘fortable nssurance that she’ had done

a aplendid nlght's-work.)

Up earlier thin usual the next morn-
frz, and long befare any.one elss was
aktir, Olive took an envelopa from the
llbrary, and ‘posted the letter In the
hex which wag just ontalde the MManor
gotes, ond wds back at her usunl work
without the  least’ susplcion having
been aroused.

But she was only justiin time. About
ten minutes nfter her return sho was
shaking a mat at the back door, when
‘she turned to fnd she was bring
watched by a mon sha had not seen
before. Fle had come downstalrs with-
out hor herting him, and a glancn at
hig face prompted {he suggestion that
he was just about tha sort of fndl-
vidual whoso nature It ‘way to mava

althily.

s“:‘\':l:u Irl1’l'm‘l. seem to make much of a
foh of getting tha dirt out of that
mat he sald, and she recognized ‘the
volee ns that of the' butler's companlon
on the previous night.

sigura there's heen slrango teot on it
since last time, and blg ones, ton," sho
ratorted with a mischievous glance at

his:
Hao laughed. “Served ma right for
\nterfering,'t, hoi sald, with ‘an evident

dpalre to makas himself agreeabls, 'Let
mn give vou a hand- I should llke to
help you.'
wah, git, awny wid your blorneying
and tnrn the tap of thim eyes of yours
off mv face, or Tl nlver'be ahla to
git my work done. Al what would
ya be after now?' she cried, bustline
post him and elhowing- him off o4 ha
tried to stop her ;
#You weren't hore when I was down
last time. T shouldn’t forget you,! he
anld with o emirk, He was n hatchet-
faced, aly-looking man with long, thin
fentliras ond shrewd but snaky eyves.
UWhat's your nome? Mine's Dawlelgli
I'm Mr, Merridew's confidential man"
"Dawdley would seem to suit ye bet-
ter, Judging by the way you're loung-
ing round hore, hinderin® a sowl ot
her work whin she's nt her wits' end
to gt done. I'm Just Mollle, the
tweeny." :
“Theoard of you Inst nlght’t ho an-
awerad  with o laugh. | “That's: what
fetehed me put of bed so early.)! Ho
mennt thig for a compllment gnd no-
companled it with an- ogling glanco.
But It was not a successful cffort,
Olfva was making the ‘early cup of
ten: which the coolk liked to find ready
for her tha moment she came down,
and pausad with tho kettle In her hand
to flnsh an angry look nt him, | *Waell,
un' 1f that's your business, just to
shpoy how a glrl does’ her work, you
can suy thot I've done up tha grate,
Mghted’ tho flre, wnshed up what wns
Ipft dirty, shaken the mals pnd mudy
the cook's ten, and afsnow goln' to
aweep. out thoe kitehen, wid all the rmib-
bish ihat's In it et thls prisint mo-
ment, an' tho's Ineludin' yersalf.,” She
rpttled this off as it In nngry hent,
fand eatehing up o broom want toward
him el L0 to begln with swasplng hia
foat. \ A
But he had seon Lhe twinkle of good
nature In hor eyes, iand ho dld nat
move. “You  know tha vennlty,” he
Inughod  uowingly, ¢ you' touch me
withicthat Xoshall \clsa, vou, 'k guras
a3 your ‘nima's protty : Malllet
YL sernteh the eves out of yeg It
ya trold' ‘and ‘sha: rolsed ‘the broom
threateningly, butiwlth alavugh
Mhatta; no ehollenge, he erled, and
gpught hold of the broow, 'She lot Jim
taka le and Tan oft ‘coguotishly, | put-

ting:the tablal batween: thom,
Ao W i ld

and: leva a body in pence, Keep tham
mannera and yer kisses for yor Lon-
don glrla.!!

“f havo no girl, Mbollls, in Tondan
or anywhers,” he declarad;, with aud-
den earneatness, I swenr I havean't.!

Ollve winked sagely, “Sura T've heard
thet sort of talas befora many'a the
tolmo, and from bhoys widout half
your hindsomo looks,'

Thoa uglest man may sofoly hs com-
plimented on his good looks, &nd
Dawlelgh wnap no exceptlon. Fo put
down tha broom and stralghtened hls
gollar with an alr of greal self-com-
plocancy.

“0f ‘course, one has nn o end of
chancad In town, but I don't care tor
London girls. T 1lke—1 llke glrla with
apirit and wit—llke—lilkea Irlsh glrls'

“Hura there must ba nnother blarney
atone somewhera In London, and that's
the truth, and you've Hissed (t, Mr.
Dawlelgh.'

At thls moment the cook came Into
the kitchen. "Ah, cook, and it's mesailf
that's ‘'glad to se yes this mornin';
here's Mr.  Merridew's man. makin’
loye to sne and hinderin' me to say
things till I don‘t rightly know wheth-
or It's my head or my heels which are
on tho top end o' ma body.! i

The cook hoppeéned to ba very cross
with a bad billous attack that morn-
Ing, and soon sent the wvalet out ot
the kitchen, But the lncident set Ollva
think!ng, Tt ‘wna certaln that If sha
could maka a friend of Dawlelgh ha
would know many things about his
muoster Wwhich she might ba® able to
sworm ot of him,

All that day nnd the mext Bha en-
ecolirnged hiin with glances and n word
or two when they met—and tho man
mnado It his business to throw himsell
{n her way whenaver ho cou'd; fiat-
tering himself ‘that his London man-
ner hnd made o very deep Impression
on her,

Meanwhile she watched vigilantly at
nlght; but with no result. Merridew
and hlg mother remalined on bad terma.
te spent the days rlding and motoring,
and the evenlngs in his rooms alone.
Dawlelgh was  constantly about the
house, turning up unexpectedly In all
parts of it In search of Ollvej and In
the evoning golng to and from Bis moa-
ter's rooms! so that she was afrald
of hls discovering her, Bhe had mora
than one narrow. eacape, (ndeed, when
only her knowledgo of tha housa en-
abled her to evads him,

On the third nlght, however, sha re-

solved fo take ‘advantage of a- chance
that arose, Marridew hid bheén awiy
all day, and returned the worse for
drink; the valet had been sent up to
town, and Mrs, derrldew. after another
quarrel with her son, had gone to hed
111 and agltated, having taken a sleep-
Ing draught,
* In tha dead of the night Olive went
down to her sitting-room to. make n
search among nll her private papers.
She had learned where these were kept,
and the keya she had found made the
thing ensy enough.

Sho dld not find much that pramised
to ‘heip her: while ore dlseovery filled
her with dlsmay, and dld moere to shake
lier dishellef about Lhat marrlage than
anything which lhipd ever occurred.

Tt.was a portrait of her father ns o
young man, and on the baek wind writ-
ten: “To my denrest Rachel; my iwife
that Is to be: with fondest love, Greg-
ory Parmenter." !

. She’‘turned almost sick at heart with

a chlll of dlsmay as slle gazed at If
UMy wife that I8 Lo be'! Tt was like.a
sentence of death to all her hopes,

Suppressing o - heavy slgh sha Inld
the photograph ‘down and conlinued har
search of the packet from which &she
had taken It. With It was the photo-

zraph, of anbther man of about the
sama «age.  In  the corner wers the
initials “G. P It was probhably o

memonto of some other/ Intrigua’ of
Mra. Merridew's, but without any furth-
er clew wns of no copnsequence or help
to. Ollve,

The dlscovery of her father's por-
tralt with such® an Indorsement had so
disturbed her that she turned tp the
remalning paper of the llttla packet
with geant Interest: It was  only o
newspaper cuttlng, hut she caught the
naume of "Purvis! and then  her in-
térest revived,

Tt wos the report of thao trial of
Georgo Purvia for forgery, and os she
read 1t ehe remaembered that Purvis
had been the name of the clerk whom
Mr. Ringross hod told o her had; been
the ecausa of her father's ruiln.  The
inltinls, too, wera those on the photo-
graph, Bha read the roport. It was o
btad case and the sentence n terrible
one, Twenty vears! pennl servitudal

At the bottom of the entting wers
tha words “Thank God!" This was‘in
n woman's hand, and Ollve recognized
tho writing as that of Mra, Merridew,

She loocked at the dnte of tho paper
nnd saw thot it awns just ffteen years
old, At that a thought ococurred to
her, 8She had heard or read somewhore
that prlsoners  wore roleaged when
ahout threo-guarters of thelv sentences
had been ecompleted, If thelr condugt
wng good, and In that cosa this man
would be on the ova of his relonse.

Putting the papers back envefully
a8 sha‘had-found them, she  hurried
away to her room to/think 'over the re-
sults of thls dlzcovery, i

That “Thunk’ God!"™ at tho end of
tha trial wos. eloquent indaacd, It
meant thit Mrs, Merrldew hnd  canse
to fear the man, and In a second Ollye
resolved ‘that he must' bo brought Into
her Lfa'agaln,  How could sho . mannge
this? She thought.of Mr.  Casoment,
TIn might be able to And ‘out {n what
prison Puryls wns serving and the tima
of  his liberation. Then means might
b found to convey to him the informa-
tion whera he would find Mrs. Merri-
dow on his release.

Sho wrote o long letter to! tha law-
yer, explaining everything, telllng him
her wish, ond urging him to da his ot-
nost to earry.out tha plan which had
peenrred’ ta her.,

Tor the rest ofl the nlght and all
the following 'day. she could think of
Hitla but theifatetul dlscovery sha had
mada among Mrsl ‘Marridew!s papers.
That portralt: of hep father! haunted
her: and the wordd—'My wifa thot I8
to bo'—rang In her cars ke ol dlege,
depressing herg until 1t wos only with
a great effork that she conld play her
pirt a8 tha lght-hearted Trlsh glivl

In the afternoon
her' Into the vilalge on & littla errand.
It was the first tima 8ha hod been thora

Csinea her loss of fortune, nnd the ruds

nesa of theithoughts which wera stirrad
Ly the sight of the fnmillar scencs wis
all the deeper bocnuso of thly now de-
prassion, %

Flnd she faced nll the diffloultias and

dnngers of the nquest only to find at|

the end thot' thera yyas no framd at
‘wil, but thot ghe hnd been rightly didg-
Inherlbed?  YWas At possibla that hev
dotr tnther, whom sho had reyvered and
1evad e Lhe very soul ot honor, eould
Bolinye decelved her mother? o Bha ves
callagdithe devated |ove wnd tendernyss
which sha’ hod seen Titm [ lavish apon
har mother in the years she coyldire-
member, U And evoery net'ssemed to glya
tho lle toithis) new suspl i R
S Tfthigtenpiblal thing iy

Mps.! Conper ‘sent

remorsn than trua love, No,no, & thouse

and timas, no! But!then thoss wordse
would recur—!My wife that Ia to ho! 3
untilithe struggis to convinca harself
beenria an dlmost Intolerable angilsh

She remombared that old thought oi
hers—that ha had some secrot whichk
h had alwaya kept from them, ever
from. her In tho happy daya at Sllvers
beach; and, fght agalnst the fealing’
sha would, thla recollection forced’

#selt on her a8 & Aort of disheartenin
confirmation of Har dread, [EimpEr T

It might haye been no more than hia
raluctanca to allow the aecrat of thos
old Shaflleld days to get out, ‘with
thelr atory of suspiclon and!Intrigie;
with this ovil woman., And Ollve drew
sume comfort from. the faot that Mra
Meorridew had' deliberntaly lled ‘about
that timn, proclilming hor father gulity
ol an actual crimo. }

But It wia no mora than a erumbi of
comfort. And by the tinis sha was
neating ‘the Manor on her roturn ghe
hnd elrendy begin to face the alterna-
tlve of fallure In hor quest, and aven
1o conteémplate her plane for tha' fu.
ture, ' Sho would' leave tha countty,
That would be her only coilrae.

Atsorbed in these thoughts, ahe way
walling up the drive, when sha heard
goma one runping’ quickly after hae.'

She turned around, thinking {t wonld
bo one of tha other servants—Dawlelgh
probably, “if he returned—and then:
started andicaught her breath, e

It was Jrck, i : ;

“Juat o moment, pleass,™ ha ealls
a8 ho ran, : i

Thero was no posalbis escaps, She
thought of flight; but It 'fas out of |
the 'question. He woauld have caught. =
her In n second or two, The onlty thing
was to face him and trust that in the!
twillght hs might not recognize he
Qtilek ag thought she put her handker
clhilef 'to her face az it in paln. b

“Are you ona of the servants?" He
asked, as he reached her. Mf so—Ub
Jove!!* ho broke off, as he looked tixed-

Iy at her and started. s i
CHAPTER XLIIL
Ollve's Huse.

Olive 'notlced’ Jack's start of half -
recognitlon, and mads  hpats to. an-
rwe'r his question, : 5 /

“Sture that's Just what I am, yer
honor, it a poor body can be sald to:
servo annywan wid a face lolks that *
tha saints hava eint me for ‘my. ainr
thls day, bad cess to utth

Jack continued to stars tight Intp !
her eyes. Y1 could hava aworn,'' hHe o
muttered under his breath.: R

“Tt's| what Old lolke’ to. bs doini!
mesalif, an that's no 1l¢," szid Olive
ruefully, “An If wan, or two] 1lttia’
wnans, could ease your ‘honor, I wiah
you'd be Ho kind as to add a wes win
for  me ot the samo time, savin' the
grace of the saints!’

“What's your name, my girl?®

‘*Mollle O'Brlen, your honor.”

‘Weall, I can't see much of your face,
but your eyes are” horiest as the day—'
hy Gad, I can't help looking ‘at them!
Tt's  extrnordinary,’ he muttered ta.
himselr agaln, *T want you Lo help me,
Wil you?" ity 5

“Hure, an' it's no s=ort- of help 14
hao alfther belne able!to render to a8 )
folne’ gintleman loike. ¥our honor''’

‘Oh; yes, you can, I only want -te
ask ‘you to: tell me on what day Miss
Ollve Parmenter wad 1nst here. 3

Ollve c¢ould haveismiled ot' the sim:
plicity  of this® little' ruse. | But the:
drown  look of pain In his eyes, the '
harrled expression of his features, and
the nervous, cager restlessness of ‘his
manner mads her heart ache' till ghe
longed to tell Lim the truth. It was
the severest trial sha had yet had to o
undergo, £ {52

“Divil'n blt have I :lver seen anny-.
wan here boarln's thaf, mame, your
hondr, ‘Rut I've been liere' no longer
than It tokes o kltten tojopen its eyes:

“Look here, my  girl,; U'll glve you
anvthing you llke' to ask for If Hou
tell ‘ma  scmething, anything, aboul
her," . : iz
“Sure, I'd do that sama widont askint
for. anythin' it ' could. sesin' how.
troubled your honor looka about it

JTnck hewved n déep sigh. “All rights
Then I'1] go on to the houss! and with .
that he left her and hurrled on. =

It wus all that Ollve could do to re-!
atrain liarself from calling him back /|
and’ telllng him everything, ~But they '
were olrendy. In slght of (tha house,
and to have told him then would hays
risked the whole of her work At the =
Manor.  Desjdes, M her naw fear wara |
trie, she hud none but the workt news. o
ta tell him—that they must ‘part for
alwnys, Yes, MUST, " Thers. was 'no
other word, 3 | AL

PBut the sight of hia angulsh had '
strigken her to the hoart. ‘It had beon
ona thing to tell herself that s doy or
two more or léss of unpcertalnty ‘and
suapense . would nekt hurt  him. ¢ Sha:
ecould ses “that ‘overy | minute must_-'b:v._
n torture, ‘and she wenltiup to _har,
room heavily mnnd sat thinking haow ta® ]
end it RIES !

Presently ol thought suggested |tse
Sho could not let:himi go away carry-
Ing that erushing load of sorrow svrhan:
sho' had the powér to romove the bur-
den. Sha would write o little notesan
fing some way of gatting [t to ‘him a
ho Inft,  Bhe could enslly’ follow. him
down  the drive, §lIp 1t Into his hand
and then dart awny' Inte  the shrub-!
bery and elude alm.y BT

UALL 18 well with mo. Haye patlance,
and (£ youn volue my llfe do not breathe
a ward that you even know I am allve,
Ollve.! S Tl

Prepared. with that, shs went down-
gtoirs to. pdcertaln. whot had. occurrad .
in Jaecl's Interview  with' the  Merrl-
daws, ;
At the bottom Dawleigh wos walt-
Ing for hor, b

“You're not going by without n word
thot youw're glnd to see me back agnin,
Mollle, ars you?" ha sald, putting ouf,
his hiand, i ot

YTt Ien't erying my eyves out for the
losa. of yer that I'd be afther doln'
Mpr. Dawlelgh, 1s it i

“Thnt's trua ln'a way, Mollis, I'hops
I shalll never 'do_anything® to bring
tenra to eves that are made for laugh. o
ter an yours are,” !

(MAN) go on wid yes. ‘Sure, T'm thii
erass 1 conld serateh (tha quillseff &
hedgehog, I'm just alolve wid the rage.
and smart of tha thing,''

\What's up?!’ ) A

“SYWhat's up, I8 12 It'a my o tooth
that's up—on sthrolke, bo the powersl
an’ lt's medllf that ‘ud lolke to be un o
and sthrolkin® somathin’ or somabody,
ton. An' that's no e at all, at all! d

YI'm awfully sorry, but It nesdn't
pravant you saying you're glod to Ban
mo boek agonln,” he sald, with a clumay:
wttompt to put his arm sround bet
walst. 1 B Bl

YAhl lave al hody  alone,  do. Tha
tooth fan't in my walst, now,' Pl

41t you were half us glad to qes n
e T pm o ta gee you agiln you wouldn't
taky o tellow sacshort!'ihe grumbled,
as he drew his hand backs. ; y i
SUenfavhe | I0wouldn’t. AN, mayha Ie A
you'd hult as bud altooth you woyld
L afther ‘earin' whether you suw i
wgnin or mot! aha  retorted ' cross
wiahing the man® would take offenc
ansl lapwaihn s e




